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Hello IAA members!

Check back later, my message is coming soon.

Cheers,

Jake Miesbauer
 
Sincerely, 
Jake Miesbauer
IAA President
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(continued from page 1)Trees are the Bee’s Knees (cont)
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(continued from page 4)Trees are the Bee’s Knees (cont)
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(continued from page 5)Trees are the Bee’s Knees (cont)
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Day of Service at Farnsworth House
The Illinois Arborist Association will be having 
the first of it’s 2 annual Days of Service on 
Wednesday, March 4th at the Farnsworth 
House property in Plano, Illinois (just outside 
of Sugar Grove). Last year, we partnered with 
the folks at Farnsworth to remove significant 
amounts of dead Ash and Elm trees along 
their major walking paths. We had an amazing 
turnout of around 40 people from 
various private industry groups, 
as well as provided training to 10+ 
volunteers from the GreenCorps 
program in Chicago, who learned 
from industry professionals how 
to safely remove and prune trees. 
We are hoping that this year will 
be a success as well!

The work this year that will help 
enhance the property will be much 
less labor and equipment intensive 
than last year.  Essentially, we 
will be helping to clear dead trees 
from along the remaining walking 
paths, as well as performing brush 
clearing of the many small Silver Maples, 
Buckthorn, and Bush Honeysuckle that border 
the walking paths. Very few large dead trees 
require removal, and the overall nature of the 
site will be much improved by thinning these 
woodlands and removing dead or invasive 
species. We will also be performing basic 
pruning along a line of Red and Sugar Maples 
which border their entry driveway for aesthetic 
reasons.

Equipment required for this Day of Service 
will be a minimum of two 15”+ chippers, a 
variety of chainsaws (mostly smaller climbing 
saws due to the brush removal being a key 
focal point), one front end loader to handle 
larger logs, climbing gear for up to 4 climbers, 
pole says and hand saws, a minimum of 
one Bobcat or other similarly equipped claw 
machine, and a minimum of 2 bucket trucks 

for pruning the crowns of some of the larger 
trees on the site.

In terms of manpower, the more the merrier! If 
we can meet or exceed the 40-50 people we had 
last year, this would be a tremendous success. 
This Day of Service is a great way to not only 
network with your peers, but also to show your 

company’s commitment to Arboriculture overall. 
And feel free to include some of your grounds 
people! With a lot of brush to remove, we will 
be looking to have 2 grounds people for every 
person cutting brush, so additional manpower 
will be a welcome addition regardless of skill 
level. And in fact, this event may be a great way 
to have your grounds folks get training from 
some of the biggest names in the industry for 
how to advance their skill sets and careers!

Please respond back to this email with the 
number of people you intend to commit to 
this effort, as well as any machinery you are 
able to provide. Hot lunch will be provided 
by Farnsworth House, and a free tour of the 
Farnsworth House itself will be provided as 
part of this program. Thank you again for your 
continued commitment to IAA, Arboriculture, and 
your careers.
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2020 IAA Annual Budget
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Calendar of Events
March 16th (10:00-12:00)   
NEMF Meeting 
Lombard Village Hall
Location:  Lombard, IL

March 23rd (5:30pm check-in)
Certification Exam 
Downers Grove Public Works
Location:  Downers Grove, IL

March 25th   
Tree City USA South Central 
IDNR Headquarters
Location:  Springfield, IL

April 2nd   
Tree City USA Northern 
Morton Arboretum
Location:  Lisle, IL

April 3rd (10:00-12:00)   
NEMF Meeting 
Fields on Canton Farms Tour
Location:  Crest Hill, IL

May 16th (10:00-12:00)   
Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 
Shiloh Park
Location:  Zion, IL

May 21th (10:00-12:00)   
NEMF Meeting 
Lombard Village Hall
Location:  Lombard, IL

May 18th (5:30pm check-in)
Certification Exam 
Downers Grove Public Works
Location:  Downers Grove, IL

June 25th (5:30pm check-in)
Certification Exam 
Lombard Village Hall
Location:  Lombard, IL

July 14th - 15th
IAA Summer Conference 
Allerton House
Location:  Monticello, IL

July 20th (5:30pm check-in)
Certification Exam 
Downers Grove Public Works
Location:  Downers Grove, IL

August 26th - October 28th  
Certified Arborist Workshop 
Vernon Hills Village Hall
Location:  Vernon Hills, IL

September 14th (5:30pm check-in)
Certification Exam 
Downers Grove Public Works
Location:  Downers Grove, IL

September 17th (10:00-12:00)  
NEMF Meeting 
Lombard Village Hall
Location:  Lombard, IL

October 6th - 7th  
IAA Annual Conference & Trade Show 
Tinley Park Convention Center
Location:  Tinley Park, IL

November 21st (10:00-12:00)  
NEMF Meeting 
Lombard Village Hall
Location:  Lombard, IL

For more information on these events...
Contact the IAA office 877-617-8887

Ask for April or Monica
Or

to be added to our listserve, email april@illinoisarborist.org
Visit our website: www.illinoisarborist.org

http://www.illinoisarborist.org
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2020 Illinois Arborist Association Strategic Plan

2020 IAA Strategic Plan 
 

This annual strategic plan was created to guide the Illinois Arborist Association (IAA) 
Board of Directors towards goals that they deemed important to the membership and 
which supports the IAA mission.  
 
IAA Mission: To foster interest, establish standards, exchange professional ideas and 
pursue scientific research in arboriculture.  
 

I. Membership Value –$9100 
a. Advanced Training - We are looking to build on this success and expand 

the program in 2020. Champion: Steve Lane – Funds approved $8000 
i. Increase pay for hands-on climbing instructors for the Tree Worker 

domain.  
ii. We would like to run a “Train the Trainer” program so that our 

Advanced Training instructors, aides, and certification instructors 
can learn Adult Learning Theory.  

iii. Create a formal teacher application to be approved by the 
committee which includes having the teacher shadow one class 
before teaching on their own.  

b. Tree Risk Assessment as a Part of the TCC on May 16th, 2020.  
i. Create a Tree Risk Assessment competition that offers CEUs and 

is run in conjunction with the annual TCC.  Champion: Steve Lane 
– Funds requested $0. 

c. Fire Department Training.  
i. Train Fire Fighters/ Paramedics/Technical Rescue Teams on the 

safe methods of getting to an incapacitated climber in the tree 
canopy and bringing the climbing to the ground. Champion: Norm 
Hall – Funds requested $0. 

d. Illinois Public Service Institute (IPSI) Scholarships. Champion: Steve 
Ludwig – Funds received $1000. 

i. Provide 2 scholarships for IAA members to attend IPSI Training, 
one in the spring and one in the fall. 

e. Annual Conference – Fix AV issues and make conference a success. 
Champion: Chris Evans – Funds received $3525. To be taken out of 
Checking 

i. Establish an AV Committee to be on standby at all times during the 
Annual Conference.  

ii. Purchase 2 dedicated laptops, two Bluetooth speakers, three 
projectors, 5 slide advancers to improve our ability to conduct a 
conference. 

iii. Create an AV Crew to handle all the AV during the Annual 
Conference. 

f. Utility Membership Survey – to serve the members best. Champion: Geoff 
Watson – Funds received $100 

i. Qtr 2 Survey, Qtr 3 Results, Qtr 4 2021 Planning 

(continued on page 11)
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(continued from page 10)

2020 Illinois Arborist Association Strategic Plan

 
II. Partnerships –$1,800 

a. Chicago Region Trees Initiative (CRTI) -Urban Forestry Training 
Sponsorship (4) Events. Champion: Rob Sproule – Funds requested 
$1800. 

i. Co-sponsor the Urban Forestry Basic Training. This training helps 
promote the IAA and create new potential members. 

b. Urban Wood Utilization (WUT) – Having made inroads with the Wood 
Utilization Team (WUT) from 2014-2017, IAA has fallen out of 
communication with the team, which had been struggling with budget 
issues. Recently, they have become more active again, and IAA wishes to 
meet with the WUT to discuss how to move their mission forward to 
benefit both IAA & WUT. Champion: Steve Lane – Funds requested $0. 

 
III. Marketing –$10,300 

a. Website Rebuild/Overhaul or hire a consultant to help us figure out our 
needs. Champion: Beau Nagan – Funds requested $5000. 

i. Vet companies to provide a website overhaul or facelift. 
b. Social Media – Champion: Daniel Miraval – Funds requested $500. 

i. Boost Facebook and Instagram posts about IAA Events.  
c. Develop Swag for membership recognition. Champion: Daniel Miraval - 

$4800. 
i. Swag would consist of promotional materials such as neck buffs, t-

shirts, IAA brochures, pens, etc. 
 

IV. IAA organizational structure and effectiveness –$5700 (the $5200 for 
office equipment is being taken out of checking and not reflected in the 
plan budget). 
a. Policy review work with the board. Champion: April Toney – Funds 

requested $0. 
b. Social Media Policy development. Champion: April Toney – Funds 

requested $0. 
c. Office Equipment and software. Champion: April Toney – Funds 

requested $5200 approved out of checking so $0. 
d. Add Legal Affairs Chair to IAA Board of Directors. Champion: Jake 

Miesbauer – Funds requested $500. 
i. Position description developed by 6/20.  
ii. Put out to membership vote 10/20 
iii. Position appointed upon membership approval 

 
V. Outreach –$5700 

a. High Schools and Community Colleges, Student Career Fair. IAA 
Scholarships, AVID Outreach. Champion: Steve Ludwig – Funds 
requested $0. 

i. Committee to reach out to local colleges and social media 
(LinkedIn). Promote Gateway Tech Urban Forestry Tech Program. 

(continued on page 11)
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2020 Illinois Arborist Association Strategic Plan

b. Insurance Companies – Home insurers, home inspectors, and realtors 
have become increasingly interested in trees as a function of property 
values and potential risk factors. However, the staff performing these 
assessments as to impacts on insurance rates, whether trees need to be 
removed prior to home purchase, or other such factors, are not performed 
by Certified Arborists, and as such are vastly inadequate or inaccurate. 
We seek to accomplish the following goals as an organization and a 
profession in reaching out to these groups: Champion: Steve Lane – 
Funds requested $0. 

i. To extoll the need for having someone qualified and certified in 
assessing trees and landscape plants when making decisions such 
as insurance rates or home values. 

ii. To engage these professions with our membership to prove the use 
value of having a Certified Arborist perform such appraisals.  

iii. To create a proof of concept that can be replicated around the 
Midwest or even the country. 

c. Student Forestry Field Day – Outreach to entry level students. Champion: 
Roger Smith – Funds $4500. 

i. Student Forestry Field Day is provided to SIU students and 
provides the following training – climbing, chainsaw, chipper, air-
spade.  

d. IPWMAN and IAA Disaster Response Training. Champion: Tony Dati – 
Funds requested and approved $500. 

i. A joint effort between Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network and 
the IAA to respond to disasters. Create brochures for promotion. 

e. IAA Memorial Tree Planting – Memorializing IAA members who have 
passed by planting a tree with signage in Rotary Park in Springfield. 
Champion: Aaron Schulz – Funds requested and approved $500. 

i. In 2020, remember 3 more arborists and provide a half day 
memorial.  

f. Future Farmers of America (FFA) Champion: Aaron Schulz – Funds 
requested and approved $200.  

g. Day of Service 
i. IAA to host (2) Day of Service. This will help us with our IDNR 

Grant Match.  
 

VI. IDNR Agreement - $0 
a. Create web-based urban forestry education, e-training, how-to videos. 

Champion: Roger Smith – Funds $0 
i. Why Hire an Arborist – loop on a screen at iLandscape.  
ii. How to flip the chainsaw guy into an Arborist. 
iii. Inform the public about the importance of hiring Certified Arborists 

b. Conduct 3 or more community hands-on training events. Champion: Dan 
O’Brien – Funds $0. 

i. Set up (4) four training events open to the public and the 
professionals at Russo Power Equipment. 
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(continued from page 12)
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c. Conduct (2) two or more training events in tree care, climbing, safety and 
Aerial Rescue.  Provide (1) one in Spanish. Champion: Steve Lane – 
Funds requested $0. 

i. AT Tree Worker Classes 
d. Train the Trainer for IDNR staff, urban issues and goal of providing 

forestry staff knowledge to speak to local urban forest concerns. 
Champion: Mike Brunk  

e. Conduct an EAB workshop in fringe areas of infestation. We will partner 
with the extension forestry to provide this. Champion: Chris Evans – 
Funds $0. 

f. Provide guidance and resources to communities on simple tree inventory 
samples and options. Champion: Steve Lane – Funds requested $600 all 
DNR $0. 

i. Reverse engineer the Tree Inventory Advanced Training Session to 
fit within a 40-minute presentation time. Talk to be provided at both 
Tree City USA Conferences. 

g. Hold (1) one or more TRAQ for Strike Team and Arborists. Champion: 
Mike Brunk  

h. Support Strike Team Training. Champion: April Toney – Funds requested 
$0 

i. Recruit candidates and aid DNR in organizing the Strike Team 
assistance after natural disasters. Trees Forever manages 
deployment, IAA may be asked to help.  

i. Dedicate a portion of the Annual and Summer Conference to Urban and 
Community Forestry related training. Forestry Health Issues. Champion: 
Chris Evans – Funds requested $0. 

j. Administer (2) two Tree City USA Conferences, (1) one in Northern Illinois 
and (1) one in Central Illinois. Champion: April Toney – Funds requested 
$0. 

 
Future Ideas for Consideration 

I. Women’s Arb Camp 2021 – 3-4 Days at Cantigny Park in June of 2021 
 

  
WE SEE MORE 
FROM UP HERE.

We’ve sat in that harness. 
We know the risks. 
Trust us to help minimize them.

IAA Annual Conference & Trade Show
October 6 - 7, 2020

Tinley Park Convention Center



ArborSystems.com

888-557-2455
BannerSales360@gmail.com

www.bannersales.net

TreeMec® Inject
Emamectin Benzoate in one-quart bottles

TreeMec Inject can be used as formulated 
or diluted with water (low, medium, 

medium-high and high rates).
See the label for a full list of pests controlled.

Japanese BeetlesGypsy Moths

BagwormWinter Moth

Conifer Mites* Honeylocust Plant Bug

Emerald Ash Borer Ambrosia Beetle*

*Not registered for use in California

Designed to be used with high 
volume tree injection devices 
that meet the label and dose 

requirements for the control of 
listed insects and mite pests.
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ArborSystems.com

888-557-2455
BannerSales360@gmail.com

www.bannersales.net

Our advanced technology 
for tree treatment 
allows you to

INCREASE THE 
NUMBER OF 
TREES YOU 
TREAT IN 
A DAY!

Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs • Antibiotics • MicroNutrients

◆ No drilling damage
◆ No mixing at job sites
◆ No guarding or return trips
◆ No waiting for uptake
◆ Treats most trees in 
 five minutes or less!
◆ Successful and most 
 profitable add-on service
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Rollin’ Through The Rockies

TREE FUND

• Registration Dates: January 15 - June 15, 2020

• Ride Check-In: August 29, 2020

• Ride Dates: August 30 - September 3, 2020

• Closing Breakfast & Bike Shipping: September 4, 2020

Proceeds Benefit Tree Research and Education

Endowment Fund (TREE Fund®), 552 S. Washington St.,  
Ste. 109, Naperville, IL 60540

See the route and register at: treefund.org/tourdestrees

WITH TOUR DES TREES®

to Benefit TREE Fund®

Join us for 300+ miles climbing  
23k ft in 5 days in Colorado!
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