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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 by Norm Hall

Professional tree climbers competed for the 
title of “Best Climber” in the Illinois Arborist 
Association Annual Tree Climbing Competition 
in partnership with the Forest Preserves of 
Cook County on Sat., Sept. 22 from 8:30 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. in Forest Preserve of Cook County, 
St. Paul Woods.

This unique event showcased the skills of 21 
competitors as they skillfully maneuver in the 
trees. The Climber’s performed five different 
preliminary events that start at 8:30 a.m. Each 
event tests a competitor's ability to quickly, 
professionally, and safely maneuver in a tree 
while performing work-related tree-care tasks.
Since 1984, this tree climbing competition has 
been run throughout Illinois and was designed 
by the International Society of Arboriculture to 

simulate working conditions of those arborists 
who work in the field. Utilizing the highest level 
of professional skills and safety, the events 
provide a competitive learning environment for 
those working in the industry. 

The three male climbers and two female 
climber who score the highest during the 
preliminary competition will compete in 
the Masters’ Challenge. The winners of 
this challenge will be named the Chapter 
Champions and will earn the honor of 
representing the Illinois Chapter at the 
International Tree Climbing Championships 
(ITCC) in Nashville, July 2019.  

The scores and descriptions for the 5 Events 
are listed below.

Photo above - 2018 Competitors (not in order) Amy Trello, Felicia Speranske, Nic Demetulias, Bob Van Daley, Trent Commer, 
Beau Nagan, Tony Perez, Zac King, Brandon Dobnick, Mike Stillin, Gene Meurer, Ethan Baugh, Jeremy Dunivan, Tyler Ford, 
Samuel Hostert, Jose Sanchez, Patrick Kelsch, Rudy Cosio, Kevin Wallis, Phil Reth, Adam Pennington.
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Dear Illinois Arborist Association Members,

So far, 2018 has been a great year!  Our Summer Conference held in July had 8 
exhibitors and 82 attendees. That was a great turn out compared to past years. 
 
Our Tree Climbing Championship took place on September 20th at the Cook County 
Preserves, St. Paul Woods. We had a beautiful day with 21 members competing and 
35 judges and volunteers to make the day run smoothly. Beau Nagan from Cantigny 
and Felicia Speranske from Davey Tree Experts took 1st Place in the competition 
and will be representing the Illinois Chapter in the International Tree Climbing 
Championship in Tennessee next year!
 
After a recent local fatality, we are working on bringing safety awareness to non-
members within the Arboricultural industry. Our goal is to let them know that our 
certification programs help prepare them to perform arborist tasks safely and with 
quality and efficiency. 
 
Do our industry a favor and tell a non-member in the industry about the importance 
of being an IAA member. 
 
Sincerely, 
Eduardo Medina
IAA President

Eduardo Medina
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The Aerial Rescue event is a timed event that 
tests the competitor’s ability to climb to and 
safely lower a climber who is unable to de-
scend without assistance. The event setup is 
the same for male and female competitors. 

Prior to the event walk-through, the Event 
Head Judge provides the competitors with 
the event scenario. The rescue scenario 
explains the injuries and the details of the 
climber’s situation.
Competitors shall perform a risk assessment, 
a pre-climb assessment, and an onsite casu-
alty assessment, and should use all relevant 
techniques to ensure that the rescue process 
does not exacerbate the situation. The in-
jured climber (dummy) should be lowered as 
safely, carefully, and efficiently as possible. 

The competitor, as first responder, will as-
sume control of the site, take control of all 
relevant safety issues, and ensure that local 

emergency services are contacted. 

Event Setup: The injured climber (represented 
by a dummy) weighing between 132-176lbs. is 
installed in a tree with a regulation climbing line 
and saddle/harness preferably no higher than 
25 feet above the ground. The competitor shall 
enter the tree using a previously installed line,
installed no closer than 15 feet from the injured 
worker. Competitors are provided with 5 minutes 
to complete the event.

2018 Scores for Aerial Rescue Event

Men’s Division
Beau Nagan: 45.33

Brandon Dobnick: 44.33
Nic Demitrulias 41.33

Women’s division 
Felicia Speranske: 17.67

Amy Trello: 7.33

Photo above - Aerial Rescue Photo - 2017 Fall Competition Beau Nagan

Aerial Rescue Event

(continued on page 6)
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Illinois Arborist Association 
36th Annual Conference & Trade Show

December 11 & 12, 2018
Tinley Park Convention Center

New Date!
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 4)

The Speed Climb tests the competitor’s 
ability to climb a predetermined route from 
the ground to about 60 feet up a tree with a 
belaying climbing system for safety. The event 
is timed, and the competitor who reaches and 
rings the final bell of the course, in the least 
amount of time wins. There could be more 
than one bell placed in the tree to determine 
the route: in such an event, the climber shall 
ring all the bells in order to complete the 
event.

Belayed Speed Climb Event

Photo above -Belayed Speed Climb Photo - 2017 Fall Competition Brandon Dobnick

2018 Scores for Belayed Speed Climb Event

Men’s Division
Beau Nagan: 22.77
Tyler Ford: 22.80

Gene Meurer: 23.50

Women’s Division
No placement



7(continued on page 8)

WE SEE MORE 
FROM UP HERE.

We’ve sat in that harness. 
We know the risks. 
Trust us to help minimize them.

PROTECTING THE REPUTATION 
OF THE UTILITIES WE SERVE…

Vegetation Management Specialists

IT’S PART OF OUR JOB

800-522-4311 
www.nelsontree.com

See the videos

©2017 Nelson Tree Service, LLC. All rights reserved. 
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 6)

Throwline Event
The throwline is a timed event that tests the 
competitor’s ability to accurately place a 
throwline and/or climbing line in a tree at heights 
between 32.8 and 65.5 feet. Competitors 
attempt to toss a throwline or climbing line 
through two of eight targets. Targets can be 
located I a single tree, four on each side; or in 
multiple trees as long as there are two distinct 
sets of four targets. The targets are worth 
9,7,5, and 3 points, respectively, depending on 
the difficulty of the throw. Each competitor is 
allowed unlimited throws within 6 minutes, but a 
competitor can score in only one target on each 
side of the tree. A single throw may be used to 
score a target on each side of the tree.

The lines may be manipulated in the tree. This 
includes attaching more than one throwline or 
climbing line together to perform manipulation 
techniques. A throw is considered legal and 
scores only when the scoring line (throwline 
or climbing line) is isolated within the target 
area, and both ends of the scoring line are 
“touching the ground” with no other limbs in 
between the two parts of the line. (“touching 
the ground” includes both ends of the line 
touching the competitor who is standing on the 
ground). Additional lines used for manipulation 
techniques shall be removed from the tree prior 
to the stoppage of time or the competitor will be 

assessed a 1-point penalty for each additional line 
left in the tree. 
Additional points may be earned for installing a 
climbing line through one target on each side of 
the tree. The climbing line shall be pulled through 
the target with both ends of the rope “touching the 
ground” in order to score additional points. The 
value of these additional points depends on the 
difficulty of the throw. Installing a line in a 9-point 
throw is worth 4 additional points. Installing a line 
in a 7-point throw is worth 3 additional points. A 
5-point throw – 2 points and a 3-point throw – 1 
point.

Competitors may also earn Time Points for 
efficiency. The competitor needs to score in each 
set of targets to be eligible for Time Points. For a 
breakdown of the Time Points, see Rule 5.4.6.

2018 Scores for Throwline Event

Men’s Division
Jeremy Dunivan: 20

Tyler Ford: 20
Mike Stilin: 19

Women’s Division
Felicia Speranske: 9

Photo above - 2018 Spring Competition Brandon Dobnick
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 8)

Work Climb Event
The Work Climb tests the competitor’s ability 
to move about the tree using a climbing line 
and saddle/harness. The event setup is the 
same for both male and female competitors. 
Each competitor starts from a staging area 
in the tree and is required to visit five work 
stations throughout the tree, performing a 
specified task at each station. 

Competitors earn objective points for 
successfully completing the task at each 
station and ringing the bell (or sounding the 
horn) with either a handsaw, pole pruner, 
or hand as indicated.  At certain stations, a 
competitor can earn points for completing the 
additional tasks. Competitors can also lose 
points for failing to properly complete certain 
other tasks. 

Competitors earn subjective points based 
on safety, control, style, poise, and creativity 

at the discretion of the judges. Finally, a 
competitor can be penalized for unsafe or 
uncontrolled acts at the discretion of the Event 
Head Judge. A second unsafe or uncontrolled 
act could result in disqualification.

The time limit for this event is 5 minutes.

2018 Scores for the Work Climb Event

Men’s Division
Jeremy Dunivan: 59.32

Beau Nagan: 56.67
Gene Meurer: 54.61

Women’s Division
Felicia Speranske: 17.00

Amy Trello: 5.00

Photo above - 2017 Spring Competition Brandon Dobnick
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 9)

Secured Footlock Event

(continued on page 11)

Photo left - 2017 Fall Competition Beau Nagan

The Secured Footlock measures the 
competitor’s ability to perform a vertical 
ascent into a tree using a Prusik hitch 
or other approved friction hitch for fall 
protection and the footlock rope-climbing 
method on a doubled climbing line. The 
height is 49 feet, 2.5 inches for both 
the men’s and women’s event at the 
International competition. A height of 39 
feet, 4.5 inches for both the men’s and 
women’s event at Chapter level if height 
constraints are in issue. The finishing bell 
shall be installed 15 inches horizontally 
from the competitor’s line. Mechanical 
ascenders may not be used. This event 
is timed with a maximum time limit of 60 
seconds, and the competitor with the 
fastest time wins. 

A footlock record may be attempted during either 
of the preliminary event or during a stand-alone 
event. However, for a world record footlock 
time to stand, all the criteria for a world record 
attempt as outlined in Appendiz 1, shall be met. 

2018 Scores for Secured Footlock Event

Men’s Division
Beau Nagan: 18.19

Brandon Dobnick: 20.68
Jeremy Dunivan: 25.07

Women’s Division
No placement
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The preliminary numbers to advance to the 
Masters’ Challenge

2018 Spring Competition
Men’s Division 

Beau Nagan: 155.00
Jeremy Dunivan: 144.99
Brandon Dobnick: 136.88

Women’s Division
Felicia Speranske: 63.67

The Masters’ Challenge is the championship 
round of the competition. The top men and 
top women finishers from the preliminary 
round advance to the Masters’ Challenge to 
compete for the title. The Masters’ Challenge 
is designed to judge the competitors’ overall 
productivity and skill with a rope and saddle/
harness in the tree. Competitors are judges 
and scored on their knowledge and their 
ability to demonstrate mastery of different 
climbing techniques, use of equipment, poise 
in the tree, and safe working practices.

At the Event Head Judge’s signal, “Go,” a 
competitor enters the designated work area. 
The competitor shall perform a visual tree 

Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 10)

Master’s Challenge Event
assessment, install any necessary climbing and/
or belay equipment, and then enter the tree. 
The competitor proceeds to three work stations 
in the tree. In some situations, a fourth station 
may be added to increase the difficulty of the 
climb and provide additional opportunity for the 
judges to assess a competitor’s abilities.

At each of the tree or four stations, the 
competitor shall ring a bell with a handsaw 
before continuing to the next station. One of the 
stations is equipped with a graduated plumb 
bob suspended from the limb. If a competitor 
puts too much weight on a limb, causing the 
plumb bob to drop and touch a height marker, 
fewer points are earned for completing the 
activity. Another station is equipped with 
wooden dowels in a bucket and a target on the 
ground. A competitor is tested on his/her ability 
to toss limbs to a designated area. A competitor 
can make three attempts to land a limb in a 
target. A maximum time to complete the event 
is specified in advance. The climb is timed to 
assess overall productivity, but the Masters’ 
Challenge is not a speed event.

The winners of the 2018 Illinios Tree 
Climbing Championship are as follows:

Men’s Division
1st Place: Beau Nagan - Cantigny
2nd Place: Jeremy Dunivan – Arbor 
Management
3rd Place: Brandon Dobnick – Vertical 
Services Tree Care

Women’s Division
1st Place: Felicia Speranske – Davey 
Tree Expert Co.

See image on next page.

Photo above - 2017 Fall Competition Felcia Speranske

(continued on page 12)
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 11)

Master’s Challenge Event (cont)

Right to left: Felicia Sperankse, Jeremy Dunivan, Beau Nagan, Brandon Dobnick

We would like to thank the 
Forest Preserves of Cook 
County for graciously waiving 
all permit fees and hosting our 
championship.

Thank You!

(continued on page 13)
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The ComEd Corporate Cup Tree Climbing Award was created to increase participation in the 
Illinois Tree Climbing Competition by fostering competition between companies. This award is 
a traveling cup that a company can proudly display in their office until the next competition. The 
rules of the Corporate Challenge are as follows: Companies or groups must register prior to 
the competition. There is a minimum of three climbers per company. The combined individual 
point totals for the top three company participants will be used to determine the Corporate Cup 
winner. Preliminary event scores will be used. No Masters’ Challenge points will be included in the 
Corporate Cup Challenge. In the event of a tie, the first three scores of the companies involved for 
the belayed speed climb will determine the winner.

Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 12)

ComEd Corporate Cup Challenge

(continued on page 14)
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 13)

Spirit of the Competition Award

The Spirit of the Competition trophy is 
awarded annually at the Illinois Tree Climbing 
Championship. 

It is awarded to, and held for one year by, the 
competitor with the most overall votes from 
the TCC officials at each station. 
Each station’s head judge consults with the 
other judges, scorers, timekeepers, and 
technicians for that station and nominates a 
first- and second-choice competitor who, in 
their opinion, by the manner in which they 
competed, personal character and attitude 
(wherever they were placed), best fulfils the 
following criteria: 
• promotes a feeling of camaraderie among 
fellow competitors and volunteers; 
• demonstrates a genuine interest in helping 
others do better; 

• gives his or her best and gains from the 
experience; and 
• enriches the event for everyone else present, 
by the manner in which he or she competed. 

The award recipient should represent the “spirit 
of the competition” and uphold and promote the 
best traditions of the international tree climbing 
community. 

The recipient must return the trophy in time 
for the following year’s Illinois Tree Climbing 
Championship. 

In the event of a tie, the ITCC head judge will 
have a deciding vote.

The spirit of the competition Award went to Nic Demetrulias.

This year we decided to recognize the highest score for a first-year climber. This year we had 
four first year climbers and the prize went to Ethan Baugh from Arbor Management.

(continued on page 15)
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This competition would not be possible if it wasn’t for all the volunteers, judges, and sponsors! 

Organizers and Special Advisors

Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 14)

Thank you to Volunteers and Sponsors

Eduardo Medina Norm Hall

Throwline judges right to left – Eric Bustria, Alex Ploen, Jeff Kramer, Gloria Diggs

(continued on page 16)



Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 15)

Thank you to Volunteers and Sponsors (cont.)

(Mark Younger, Chuck Hoover, Theresa Kyiazes, Dan O’Brien, Paul Nelson)

Right to Left: Manuel Ibarra, Ali, Adrian Luna, Humberto Perez, Eduardo 
Medina, Carlos Pantoja, Brandon Pacheco

(continued on page 17)
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 16)

Thank you to Volunteers and Sponsors (cont.)

Aerial Rescue: Kneeling left to right – Betsy Meyers, Eric Celletti, Jason Diehl
Row 2: Travis Glay, Phil Prohaska, Nathan Hadley, Norm Hall, Dale Day, 
Nels Backstrom, Uriel Recendez

Not pictured Judges for the Work Climb Event
Todd Kramer: Head Judge

Sean Zieche: Scoring Judge
Mike Stanonik: Scoring Judge
Mike Dirksen: Scoring Judge

David Jorns: Tree Tech
Richard Nagan: Ground Tech
Daniel Miraval: Ground Tech

Bill Black: Timer

Not pictured Judges for the Masters’ Challenge
Todd Kramer: Head Judge
Jason Diehl: Scoring Judge
Mike Dirksen: Scoring Judge
Mike Stanonik: Scoring Judge

Eric Celletti: Tree Tech
Norm Hall: Special Advisor

Bill Black: Timer
Betsy Meyers: Timer

(continued on page 18)
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 17)

Thank you to Volunteers and Sponsors (cont.)
All Event sponsors: Arborwear, Davey Tree Expert Co. The Mulch Center

Work Climb Event Sponsor: Midwest Arborist Supplies
Kids Climb Sponsor: North Branch Tree Climbing

Breakfast: SavATree
Lunch: Kramer Tree Specialists, Inc.

Prizes: At Height and Tree Stuff
Competitor and Judge Shirts: Arborwear

First Place Prizes: ArborMaster

(continued on page 19)
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Illinois Tree Climbing Competition 2018 (continued from page 18)

Thank you to Volunteers and Sponsors (cont.)

2019 ArborMaster Climbing Kit Prize Package 

The Illinois Arborist Association is pleased to announce the 2018 ArborMaster Climbing Kit Prize 
Package for the Tree Climbing Champions (TCC), held in conjunction with the chapter’s 2018 Tree 
Climbing Championship (TCC) event. 

This climbing kit is being offered to each chapter champion (both man and woman, if applicable)! 
This package is intended to help equip the chapter representative(s) for the International Tree 
Climbing Championship (ITCC) Competition.

Each prize package includes:
•	 Buckingham Master 5.0 Arborist Tree Climbing Saddle
•	 Silky Zubat Arborist Professional Hand Saw with Leg Straps
•	 OREGON Tool Bag
•	 Vermeer Logo’d 52 oz. Stainless Steel Oversized Mug
•	 50% savings for an ArborMaster 2-Day or 3-Day Hands-On Training Module
•	 Samson ArborMaster 150’ Hawkeye Climbing Line with eye splice

Sponsored by:
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Oak Wilt by Chelsi Abbott MSc

Background
Oak wilt is a fungal vascular disease of oak trees 
caused by the pathogen Bretziella fagacearum 
(formerly known as Ceratocystis fagacearum) 
(deBeer et al. 2017). Though the fungus’s origins 
are unknown, it was first observed in Wisconsin 
in 1944. Since then it has spread to much of the 
United States. Currently, it is found in 23 states 
predominantly in the Northeast and the Midwest 
regions, though the spread is progressing in the 
Southeast and Southwest regions. Bretziella 
fagacearum is an obligate parasite, meaning it 
needs a living host to survive. After the infection 
kills the host tree, the fungus typically survives 
for one year in aboveground tissues and up to 
four years in belowground tissues. 

Hosts 
As the name suggest, oaks are the main host of 
this pathogen, though the difference in severity 
among oaks must be noted. Species of oaks that 
are in the red oak group are highly susceptible 
compared to ones that are in the white oak 
group. This is because members of the white 
oak group possess the ability to form tyloses, 
which are balloon-like cells that line the vascular 
system. These cells expand to block the vascular 
system and are able to compartmentalize 
pathogens like B. fagacearum from spreading 
throughout the tree and causing more damage. 
Most red oaks lack the ability to form tyloses, 
therefore are unable to slow or prevent spread 
of the infection. This results in a much 
quicker death, oak wilt can kill a tree 
in the red oak group within one year, 
whereas it can take up to three years for 
a white oak to die. 

Dispersal
The fungus can disperse to new areas 
in two ways; the first and more common 
is via root grafts between trees. Roots 
grafts are the fusing of the roots systems 
which results in two oaks next to each 
other having a connected vascular 
system. This mode of dispersal is 
responsible for the effect of oaks dying 
from oak wilt in sequence; that is; one 
tree dies and then the next tree will die 
and so on down the line. Grafting can 
occur when trees are within fifty feet 

of one another, but this is dependent upon tree 
species and soil type. While it is estimated that 
red oak and white oak grafting may occur, it is not 
confirmed and is generally considered to be rare 
(Sternberg, 2009).

The second way that oak wilt is dispersed is via 
sap beetles (Coleoptera: Nitidulidae). These 
insects are attracted to the sweet smell of fungal 
mats that burst from under the bark of infected 
red oaks in the spring. After visiting these mats, 
the beetles then carry spores of the fungus to 
fresh cuts or wounds of other oak trees. This 
mode, along with the movement of infected wood 
material, is responsible for the long-distance 
dispersal of the disease. 

Diagnostics
Differences between red oaks and white oaks can 
be evident when diagnosing this disease. When 
a red oak starts exhibiting symptoms of oak wilt 
it is very characteristic. There is rapid defoliation 
and bronzing of the leaves beginning in June 
from the upper canopy downwards. Leaves that 
fall are completely necrotic, completely green, or 
anywhere in between (Fig. 1). Typically, the red 
oak will die in three weeks to a month. Vascular 
streaking can be found as well as fungal mats 
that may be protruding from underneath the bark 
of red oaks that have died and left standing.

Figure 1: Varied discolouration of leaves that are shed in fall is a 
symptom of oak wilt.

(continued on page 21)



21

A white oak will exhibit some leaf loss; however, it will be much more gradual (Fig. 2). An oak in the white oak 
group will die from oak wilt in less than three years. Since the decline is gradual it can be mistaken for other 
issues such as root rot caused by fungal pathogens, two-lined chestnut borer, or drought. That is why it very 
important to look for the signs of the oak wilt – which is vascular streaking (Fig. 3). The best area to look for 
the streaking is in transition zone between the symptomatic, necrotic leaves and green, healthy leaves on 
branches with diameters larger than four inches. Finding the vascular streaking and sending the sample into 
the lab for confirmation is the only way to be 100% certain that an oak in the white oak group is infected with 
oak wilt. 
    
Management
The best management practice with oak wilt is prevention. There are two ways one can set up barriers to 
prevent the disease from spreading into current stands. The first way is by trenching the roots to sever the root 
grafts. The second way is to use an injectable fungicide with the active ingredient propiconazole every two 
years. Since red oaks die so quickly, if symptoms of oak wilt are seen then the tree cannot be saved. The only 
way to preserve red oaks is to preventatively inject with the fungicide. For white oaks, since the rate of death 
is slower, once symptoms are observed then the tree may be treated curatively or after the fact. There are 
situations where white oaks may be candidates for preventative injections. These include sites where oak wilt 
is confirmed in other trees or the specimen is considered a prized tree.

Another prevention tactic is to avoid making pruning cuts between February 1st and June 30th in southern 
regions (you may want to modify this for northern regions). This is the active time of the sap beetle that can 
vector this disease. If pruning activities must be conducted during this period or if there is storm damage or a 
sample must be made for diagnostic purposes, it is recommended to use black paint to seal the cut to prevent 
attracting the beetle and possible transfer of the pathogen. 

References:
deBeer, W.Z.; Marincowitz, S.; Duong, T.A.; Wingfield, M.J. 2017. Bretziella a new genus to accommodate the 
oak wilt fungus, Ceratocystis fagacearum (Microascales, Ascomycota). MycoKeys 27:1-19. Doi.org/10.3897/
mycokeys.27.20657
Sternberg, G. 2009. Oak root grafting and disease transmission across taxonomic section boundaries. 
International Oak Society Articles. https://www.internationaloaksociety.org/content/oak-root-grafting-and-
disease-transmission-across-taxonomic-section-boundaries

Oak Wilt (cont.)

Figure 2: Gradual tip dieback and defoliation of a 
white oak with potential oak wilt. 

Figure 3: Vascular streaking is a sign of oak wilt 
fungus.

(continued from page 20)
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The Illinois Arborist Association (IAA) offers 
Advanced Training courses to all its members. 
The IAA is one of the very few ISA Chapters 
to offer such training and we are proud 
that we have such high standards. These 
courses are designed to enhance your safety, 
knowledge, and skills for the Domain you 
choose to attend. This article will focus on the 
Tree Worker Domain, which is 1 of 4 Domains 
offered.

About the Tree Worker Domain

The Tree Worker Domain is geared for 
the “at-height arborist”, being a rope and 
harness climber or an aerial lift operator. 
With the increasing number of incidents in 
the Tree Care Industry, Safety is paramount 
in all Tree Worker courses. All Tree Worker 
courses follow OSHA and ANSI Z133-2017 
regulations.

Ninety-five percent of the Tree Worker 
courses are ‘hands-on’. Only a few have 
classroom time. The remainder of time is 
spent outdoors at a site performing practical 
tasks. The Tree Worker courses are offered 
to all IAA members, from entry to advanced 
level. The Level 1 courses are for the entry 
level arborist and cover the basics of the 
topic. The level 2 courses are for the arborists 
who have experience in the topic and are 
looking to increase their knowledge, climbing, 
or rigging options. Taking the Level 1 course 
is a prerequisite for Level 2 courses. 

NOTE: If a Commercial Company or 
Municipality is interested in a training course, 
we can customize a training course to meet 
your specific needs.

In 2018 the IAA reduced the training fees 
for these professionally instructed courses 
to be more competitive within the Tree Care 
Industry. These courses are chalked full of 
very valuable information to help the at-height 

Advanced Trainintg Tree Worker Domain by Norm Hall

arborist not only work safer and smarter, but 
also increase “situational awareness”.

The Pruning Course
  
In April of 2018 the IAA offered a Pruning 
course at the Lake Forest Beach, in Lake 
Forest. Thank you to Corey Wierema and The 
City of Lake Forest for offering this beautiful 
site. The Pruning course is designed to train 
the attendees how to properly prune the 
desired plant using pole tools, loppers, hand 
saws and hand pruners, from the ground. 
There were 19 attendees for this course. We 
started by demonstrating a proper collar cut 
on Norway maple and American linden limb 
samples provided by Daniel Miraval. The 
‘branch bark ridge’ was pointed out to use as 
a reference when making a collar cut, which 
is a proper pruning cut. Following the ANSI 
A300 standard, the class pruned shade trees, 
ornamentals, and shrubs, removing deadwood 
1” diameter and greater on the shade trees, 
and deadwood ½” diameter and greater on 
the ornamentals. Crossing and interfering 
branches were removed to help reduce future 
problems. Elevation pruning was performed 
over roadways and walkways for vehicular 
clearance, and crown reduction pruning 
was executed for increased clearance for 
pedestrians and cyclists on walkways.                               

Image 1: The April 2018 Pruning course attendees 
at Beautiful Lake Forest Beach.

(continued on page 23)
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The Climbing Level 1 Course

In May of 2018 the IAA offered a Climbing 
Level 1 course at Triangle Park in Lake Forest. 
Again, thank you to Corey Wierema and The 
City of Lake Forest for providing the site. I’d 
personally like to thank Don Roppolo for his 
professional assistance in helping instruct this 
course. Don is an invaluable resource and 
does an excellent job of instructing. 
The Climbing Level 1 course is designed 
to train the attendees on PPE inspection, 
climbing gear inspection, tying six useful knots 
for climbing, tree risk assessment, throwline 
use, climbing rope installation, ascending 
techniques, maintaining ‘3-point contact’ 
while in the tree, lanyard uses, and smooth 
descending. We had thirteen attendees for this 
course. Due to inclement weather, day 2 of 
the training was rescheduled for the following 
Wednesday. At the end of this course there is 
a 2-part test. Part 1 is tying the 6 knots taught 
earlier in Day 1. Part 2 is a climbing skills test, 
where each attendee body thrusts and climbs 
to the designated ‘tie-in-point’, rings a bell, 
descends to two other stations to ring a bell to 
simulate limb walking and climbing rope use.

The Rigging Level 1 Course

The Rigging Level 1 course was offered in 
June 2018 at a site provided by Lake Forest. 
Once again, thank you to Corey Wierema 

and The City of Lake Forest for providing 
the site. I would like to thank Eric Celletti for 
his valuable assistance with this course, and 
Kinnucan Tree Experts for the use of their 
Aerial Lift truck. The Rigging Level 1 course 
is designed to train the attendees on rigging 
gear inspection, tree risk assessment, pulley/
block placement, anchoring a rope friction 
device, Double Whip Tackle (DWT), cycles to 
failure for rope and hardware, the difference 
an increased bend ratio has on rope, using the 
trees structure to the advantage of the rigger, 
and the advantages and limitations of (1) the 
different rope constructions, (2) rescue pulleys 
and arborist blocks, (3) carabiners, screw 
links and screw pin shackles, (4) knots versus 
splices, (5) the five knots used for this course 
. We had eleven attendees for this course. To 
expedite the training, all rigging is done with 
the aid of the provided aerial lift truck. Using 
a load cell (dynamometer), we demonstrated 
the difference between a climbing system and 
a lowering (rigging) system, and how shock 
loading dramatically increases the forces at 
the block, sling, and anchor, which is an “eye 
opener”. We set-up a Double Whip Tackle 
(DWT) system, to create a 2 to 1 mechanical 
advantage, and lifted a 100 lb. log. We also 
demonstrated where to place the arborist 
block using the trees structure to the riggers 
advantage; and the advantages of cutting an 
open face notch. Every attendee dons a full 
body harness to go aloft to set a block, cut an 
open face notch, tie off the limb being rigged 
and make the back cut.

There is a written and skills test at the end of 
Day 2. This course also had some weather 
challenges on Day 2. Fortunately, the 
attendees were willing to stay late to complete 
their testing. The IAA thanks those who 
stayed for their cooperation and willingness 
the stay late.  I usually take a picture of the 
attendees at the end of Day 2, but due to the 
weather challenges, I didn’t take a picture. My 
apologies to the attendees: Eric Celletti, Dale 
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Image 2: The May 2018 Climbing Level 1 attendees 
at Triangle Park in Lake Forest

(continued from page 22)
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Day, John Coughlin, Chris Johnson, David 
Ross, Scott Shearer, Tim Martch, Sam Cox, 
Landon Luzar, Scott Pini and Alek Tucker.

The Illinois Arborist Association is setting 
the standard on Advanced Training courses 
throughout the arborist industry. The Tree 
Worker Domain is open to all suggestions 
to present additional courses. If there is a 
strong enough interest for adding a course, 
the IAA will present the course to the Board for 
approval.

Due to the increased number of Crane 
accidents, we recently added a “Removing 
Trees with a Truck Mounted Crane” course, 

Advanced Trainintg Tree Worker Domain
which is a demonstration course only. (Thank 
you to Kinnucan Tree Experts for donating the 
use of their crane). If members show enough 
interest, we can possibly add a hands-on 
course for this topic.

To check for available courses, visit the IAA 
website at: illinoisarborist.org, click on “events”, 
click on “Advanced Training for Certified 
Arborists in Illinois” and scroll down to the 
bottom of the page to view available courses. 
If the course you want to take isn’t on the list, 
please email or call the IAA office to let them 
know your course(s) interest. Once enough 
arborists have registered for a topic, the 
process to hold that course begins.

(continued from page 23)

Calendar of Events
November 7th
Arborist Certification, Municipal Specialist, and 
Utility Specialist Exams

Location: Homewood Landscape Building

November 15th				  
Arborist Certification, Municipal Specialist, and 
Utility Specialist Exams 

Location:  Mulch Center, Deerfield

November 15th
Northeast Municipal Foresters Meeting 

Location:  Village of Arlington Heights, 
Arlington Heights, IL

In 2010, the Chicago Region had a canopy 
cover of 15.5% and numerous challenges 
keeping the urban forest from flourishing. Since 
then, more than 150 partners collaborating on 
the Chicago Region Trees Initiative have been 
chipping away at those challenges and are 
soon to post ambitious goals for 2050.

The forthcoming CRTI Master Plan focuses 
on four overarching goals to ensure that the 
Region’s trees are healthier, more abundant, 
more diverse, and more equitably distributed to 
provide needed benefits to all people and the 
wildlife that live in the Chicago region. These 
goals are 1) Educate People to Value Trees, 2) 
Increase the Chicago Region’s Tree Canopy, 3) 
Reduce Impacts to Trees from Threats, and 4) 
Enhance Oak Ecosystems.
How do you fit into the 2050 goals? Are we 
delusional for expecting 22 million trees to be 
planted by 2050? Does climate change make 
these goals moot?
Come to the November 15 NEMF meeting to 
hear answers to these questions and to weigh in.

December 11th & 12th
IAA Annual Conference and Trade Show 

Location: Holiday Inn Convention Center, Tinley 
Park, IL.
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Get Certified!
Call the IAA Office for details on how to become certified.

Contact April, Jeannie or Monica at 877-617-8887 or 

april@illinoisarborist.org
jeannie@illinoisarborist.org
monica@illinoisarborist.org

Classes fill fast, so sign up today!
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www.ilpsi.org

IPSI PartnerS 

•  APWA Chicago Metro Chapter   
•  APWA Illinois Chapter 

IPSI SPonSorS 
•  Illinois Section, American Water Works Association

•  Illinois Arborist Association   

•  Illinois Public Works Mutual Aid Network

OCTOBER 7-12, 2018
or MAY 5-10, 2019

Focus on Service Excellence
Keller Convention Center, Effingham, Illinois 
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Knowledge gained from TREE Fund webinars directly  
impacts tree care practices, arborists’ techniques and 
people’s lives every day. Get research-driven insight 
direct from industry-renowned scientists while gaining 
CEU credit from ISA, SAF, or NALP.

FOR A LIST OF WEBINAR SPEAKERS AND DATES, VISIT:

treefund.org/webinars

What does  
ONE FREE CEU 
credit really get you?

research  
acumen

ROOT AND SOIL  
MANAGEMENT TOOLS

    ROOTS  
AND SOIL

ROOTS 
AND 
SOIL

URBAN  
FORESTRY  
EXPERTISE

URBAN FORESTRY  
EXPERTISE

URBAN FORESTRY EXPERTISE

 SCIENTIFIC  
  DISCOVERY  
INTELLIGENCE 

  DISSEMINATION  
 OF NEW  
KNOWLEDGE

PROPAGATION, 
PLANTING AND 
ESTABLISHMENT 
KNOW-HOW

URBAN TREE 
CARE ISSUE 
INSIGHTS

science-based data

technology  
transfer  
wisdom

technology transfer wisdom

planting process 
best-practices

ARBORICULTURE 
EDUCATION

THANK YOU TO OUR CROWN AND DIAMOND PARTNERS:
Visit treefund.org/partners to see all of our Partners

TREE FUND
Cultivating Innovation
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE          CONTACTS:  
              Sonia Garth 

              +1 217-355-9411, ext. 217 
                            sgarth@isa-arbor.com 
 

                Julie Gaier 
                         +1 262-786-5970 

            julie@trg-marketing.com 
 

DePaul researcher recognized with Early Career Scientist Award from ISA 
Dr. Jess Vogt pursues research on urban forest sustainability  

 
CHAMPAIGN, Ill. – Dr. Jess Vogt of Chicago, Illinois, is the recipient of the 2018 International Society of Arboriculture’s 
(ISA) Early Career Scientist Award. This Award of Distinction is given to professionals showing exceptional promise in 
arboriculture research. 

Click here for a video on Jess Vogt. 
 
Vogt is an assistant professor of environmental science and studies at DePaul University. She has a Ph.D. in 
Environmental Science with an interest in urban social-ecological systems and sustainability science with an emphasis on 
urban forestry. 

“Dr. Vogt has accomplished a great deal early in her career, impacting not only the research and practice of 
arboriculture, but increasing our understanding of how arboriculture and urban forestry interfaces with other 
professions,” says Paul Ries, ISA Board President. “Her enthusiasm for her students, for education, and for the fields she 
studies is evident and admirable.” 

Vogt’s research lab at DePaul, the Lab for Urban Forestry in the Anthropocene (LUFA), enables her students to study 
how urban forests, the people who care for them, and communities are managing challenges like climate change. ”The 
Anthropocene is the new era that scientists say we’ve entered because of the massive impacts human activity has on 
the planet,” explains Vogt. ”LUFA studies how urban forests can contribute to the sustainability of communities in the 
Anthropocene. We have a website that we use to house publications and information about projects, so I have a place 
to point those who are asking for more information about my research and teaching.” 

Colleagues say Vogt has an impressive compilation of industry research for her less than 10 years of study. When asked 
what she attributes to this achievement, Vogt responds, “The short answer is hard work, a bit of luck, and great 
collaborators and students.” She reflects over all the influences from her work as research assistant, her many mentors, 
and now most recently her Assistant Professorship at DePaul where she believes her personal mission and career goals 
align with that of the university. “DePaul provides great support through research grants and funding for student 
research assistants, which provide collaboration and allows me to accomplish much more than I would on my own,” she 
adds.  

In regards to being chosen for this year’s Early-Career Scientist Award, Vogt says, “I am surprised, happy, humbled, 
honored, and grateful to have been selected for this award.”  She credits the support, encouragement, and collaboration 
of others for her being able to be as productive as she has been.  “I’ve been so fortunate during my early career to have 
been surrounded by an extensive network of mentors, colleagues, coauthors, and students.”   

-    more       - 

(continued on page 28)



 

Vogt was recognized during the opening ceremony of the ISA Annual International Conference and Trade Show on 
Sunday, August 5 in Columbus, Ohio.  “By recognizing individuals who have a positive impact on arboriculture, ISA helps 
provide role models and learning opportunities for all of us,” added Robert Bartlett Jr., chairman and CEO of Bartlett 
Tree Experts. “We applaud Dr. Jess Vogt and all of the honorees for their contributions in research, education and 
mentoring.” 

ISA serves more than 30,000 members and credential holders worldwide, and has been honoring members and industry 
professionals with the Awards of Distinction since 1963. The winners are selected by the ISA Awards Committee, a 
diverse group of experts in arboriculture, and are approved by ISA’s Board of Directors.  

 
 
ABOUT ISA  
The International Society of Arboriculture (ISA), headquartered in Champaign, Ill., is a nonprofit organization supporting tree care 
research and education around the world. To promote the importance of arboriculture, ISA manages 
the consumer education web site, www.treesaregood.org, which fulfills the association’s mission to help educate the public about the 
importance and value of proper tree care. Also, as part of ISA’s dedication to the care and preservation of shade and ornamental 
trees, it offers the only internationally-recognized certification program in the industry. For more information on ISA and Certified 
Arborists, visit www.isa-arbor.com. 
 
ABOUT BARTLETT TREE EXPERTS  
The F.A. Bartlett Tree Expert Company was founded in 1907 by Francis A. Bartlett and is the world’s leading scientific tree and shrub 
care company.  The organization’s current chairman, Robert A. Bartlett Jr., represents the third generation of Bartlett family 
management.  Bartlett has locations in 27 U.S. states, Canada, Ireland, and Great Britain. Services include pruning, insect and disease 
management, fertilization and soil care, cabling and bracing, tree lightning protection systems, and tree and stump removal. Its 
corporate offices are located in Stamford, Connecticut.  To find out more, visit the company’s web site at www.bartlett.com or call 1-
877-BARTLETT (227-8538). 

       ### 

Editor’s Note: Photos are available upon request. To arrange an interview with Dr. Jess Vogt, contact Julie Gaier at 262-786-5970 
or julie@trg-marketing.com. 

 

(continued from page 27)
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October 15, 2018 
 
 
 
 
Dear TREE Fund Friends: 
 

It’s a simple fact: people need trees as an essential component of their healthy, 
sustainable communities. But like anything worth having, the trees we live with 
require special care. Trees did not evolve to coexist with people, buildings, roads, 
and modern community infrastructure, so if they are to thrive in our urban forests, 
they need the best care possible, provided by professional arborists, drawing on 
fact-based, replicable research. That’s where TREE Fund comes in – with your help. 
 

TREE Fund has been a leading source for tree science funding since 2002, with 
hundreds of projects funded and countless valuable results shared across the global 
tree care community. As we write to you today, TREE Fund researchers are 
studying ways to mitigate the effects of root cut-back in the built environment, are 
working on techniques to enhance soil quality in vacant urban lots selected for 
afforestation, and are testing and documenting the integrity of trees under various 
rigging conditions to keep both personnel and property safe – to just cite a few 
examples from the two dozen research grants currently underway.   
 

Many practices in arboriculture and urban forestry will change in the years ahead as 
urban environments evolve. TREE Fund remains one of few organizations that 
supports ongoing applied research that can help today’s tree care professionals 
anticipate tomorrow’s burning questions and issues before they detrimentally 
impact our trees – and the people and communities who benefit from them. 

Can we count on your help as we work together to sustain our urban forests and 
empower the skilled professionals who care for them? You may make a contribution 
to support our work at treefund.org or by mailing a check to the TREE Fund address 
at the left. Your gift will truly make a difference, now and for years to come.  
 

Sincerely, 
       
 
 
J. Eric Smith    Brian Kane, PhD 
TREE Fund    TREE Fund Researcher 
President and CEO   Massachusetts Arborists Association Professor 
     University of Massachusetts, Amherst 
 
P.S. Need some extra inspiration? Then check out the latest quarterly Research Report 
featuring Brian’s work in the September issue of TREE Press at treefund.org/newsletter. 
That’s what it’s all about. That’s why we do what we do!  
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Our advanced technology for
tree treatment allows you to

INCREASE THE
NUMBER OF TREES
YOU TREAT
IN A DAY!
◆ No drilling damage
◆ No mixing at job sites
◆ No guarding or return trips
◆ No waiting for uptake
◆ Treats most trees in
 five minutes or less!
◆ Successful
 and most profitable
 add-on service

Multiple injection tips designed for all types of trees, conifers and palms

Insecticides • Fungicides • PGRs • Antibiotics • MicroNutrients

ArborSystems.com

888-557-2455
BannerSales360@gmail.com

www.bannersales.net

Now Available

for Aphids, Caterpillars, Scale, 
Japanese Beetles, Leaf 

Miners, Leafhoppers 
and other pests

Retriever™

Insecticide
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