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The  Dark  Cloud

•  Loss	  of	  Trees	  
•  Ecosystem	  services	  for	  people	  
•  Disrup;on	  to	  ecosystems	  
•  Commodity	  value	  
•  Enjoyment	  and	  beauty	  

•  Extraordinary	  expense	  
•  Regulatory	  
•  Management	  	  
•  Cost	  of	  removal,	  treatment,	  replan;ng	  



The  ‘emerald’  lining

• Greater	  public	  awareness	  	  
• New	  poli;cal	  support	  
• Public	  policies	  
•  Investment	  
• Community	  Capacity	  
• Diverse	  Reforesta;on	  
• Wood	  U;liza;on	  
•  Industry	  Growth	  
• Percep;on	  of	  value	  of	  trees	  



Media  Interest

• Network	  and	  cable	  television	  
•  Trees	  make	  the	  evening	  news!	  

• ABC	  news	  –	  18	  stories	  since	  2007	  
• CBS	  new	  –	  14	  ;mes	  since	  2011	  

• Chicago	  Tonight,	  In	  depth	  segments/	  panels	  –	  	  6	  ;mes	  
• News	  stories	  	  -‐	  dozen	  

•  The	  TODAY	  Show	  	  
•  The	  Green	  Menace	  (MI	  public	  television)	  

•  1000’s	  of	  DVD	  distributed	  and	  aired	  locally	  
	  

	  
	  



Print  media  
• Daily	  Herald	  

•  ≈	  200	  ar;cles	  since	  2010	  
•  (frequent	  coverage	  begining	  in	  2003)	  
•  70	  community	  specific	  
•  15	  grant/	  event	  announcements	  
•  10	  policy/	  research	  	  
•  9	  editorials/	  leders	  to	  the	  editor	  

•  EAB	  one	  of	  Top	  10	  news	  stories	  of	  2011	  
•  Comprehensive	  3	  part	  series	  in	  2012	  

•  Treatment	  op;ons,	  comparison	  of	  programs,	  impact	  
•  5	  ar3cles	  emphasizing	  diversity	  



Print  Media

• Chicago	  Tribune	  
•  More	  policy,	  science	  
•  Front	  page	  and	  sec;on	  front	  pages	  

•  ≈30	  ar;cles	  since	  2012	  
•  20	  community	  specific	  
•  1	  on	  impact	  on	  home	  value	  (Mundelein)	  
•  3	  or	  4	  leders	  to	  editor/	  editorials	  

•  Likewise	  for	  Pioneer	  Press	  &	  Sun-‐Times	  
•  TIME	  Magazine	  2011	  
•  Trade	  publica;ons	  



Nature  of  the  News  Stories

•  Early	  reports	  (‘03	  –	  ’06)	  	  indicated	  ‘readiness’	  
•  On	  the	  watch,	  armed	  with	  a	  plan,	  an;cipa;on	  of	  destruc;on	  

•  Early	  finds	  generated	  news	  (‘08	  –	  ’10)	  
•  Indicated	  rela;ve	  effec;veness	  of	  monitoring	  efforts	  

•  Science	  oriented	  	  
•  Biologic	  controls,	  breeding,	  studies	  

• Pes;cide	  treatments	  (‘11-‐’13)	  
•  Aiming	  to	  reverse	  percep;on	  

• Diversity	  emphasized	  throughout	  
• Wood	  u;liza;on	  generated	  interest	  (‘09	  –	  ’12)	  



Community  Outreach  and  Capacity  -‐  
Methodology

• Metropolitan	  Mayors	  Caucus	  awarded	  154	  EAB	  technical	  assistance	  
and	  reforesta;on	  grants	  

•  Required	  a	  locally	  approved	  EAB	  plan	  
•  Requested	  informa;on	  on	  issues,	  challenges,	  and	  successes	  
•  Have	  examples	  of	  community	  outreach	  
•  Have	  plan;ng	  plans	  	  
•  Have	  at	  least	  34	  funded	  inventories	  

•  Informa;on	  compiled	  from	  these	  reports	  
•  To	  inform	  regional	  picture	  

•  $2.6	  million	  for	  sub-‐grants	  



Community  Capacity  –  2012  Municipal  Ash  
Management  Survey

To	  inform	  urban	  forest	  
management	  	  



Public  Awareness  -‐  Community  outreach

• Municipali;es	  and	  agencies	  doing	  public	  
outreach	  	  

•  73	  posted	  informa;on	  on	  website	  
•  77	  distribu;ng	  brochures	  (produced	  by	  others)	  
•  92	  sending	  leders	  to	  residents	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  and/	  or	  their	  own	  brochure	  
•  48	  hosted	  public	  mee;ng	  
•  18	  set	  up	  semi-‐permanent	  exhibits	  (city	  hall)	  
•  19	  exhibited	  at	  community	  fes;vals	  &	  events	  



PoliLcal  Support  -‐  community  level

• Village	  Boards	  and	  City	  Councils	  
•  121	  city	  councils	  or	  governing	  boards	  heard	  and/or	  debated	  EAB	  
•  119	  took	  official	  board	  ac;on	  (approved	  plans)	  

• Ordinances	  
•  133	  have	  tree	  ordinances	  
•  82	  added	  new	  or	  amended	  exis;ng	  (nuisance,	  prohibit	  ash	  plan;ng)	  

• Community	  Support	  
•  83	  tree/	  environmental	  commissions,	  55	  of	  them	  involved	  in	  tree	  efforts	  
•  14	  ad	  hoc	  tree	  groups	  
	  



PoliLcal  Support

•  Legisla;ve	  Ac;on	  -‐	  Illinois	  General	  Assembly	  
•  Firewood	  regula;on	  passed	  

•  Passed	  into	  law	  and	  implemented	  by	  Illinois	  Department	  of	  Agriculture	  
•  Created	  registry	  of	  firewood	  dealers	  
	  

•  Authoriza;on	  for	  Illinois	  Finance	  Authority	  to	  Make	  Loans	  
•  Language	  somened	  by	  amendment	  2013	  
•  No	  money	  appropriated	  

•  House	  Resolu;on	  
•  Senate	  Resolu;on	  

•  Urges	  communi;es	  to	  re-‐examine	  their	  EAB	  plans	  
•  Advisory	  only	  



PoliLcal  Support  -‐State  Level  AdministraLve  AcLon  


• Illinois	  Department	  of	  Agriculture	  
•  IDA	  acts	  on	  exis;ng	  authority	  to	  regulate	  
•  Established	  statewide	  monitoring,	  regula;on	  
	  	  	  and	  outreach	  
•  Leads	  collabora;ve	  advisory	  panel	  	  
• Website,	  newsleder,	  PSA’s,	  	  
	  	  	  	  educa;onal	  materials,	  kiosks,	  etc.	  
•  Registers	  firewood	  importers	  
•  Regulates	  nursery	  industry	  



PoliLcal  Support  -‐State  Level  AdministraLve  AcLon

• Illinois	  Department	  of	  Agriculture	  
•  Established	  compliance	  agreement	  process	  

•  Awareness	  of	  and	  commitment	  to	  comply	  with	  regula;ons	  
•  248	  municipali;es	  

•  164	  other	  governments	  and	  ins;tu;ons	  

•  1188	  industry	  agreements	  

•  From	  39	  of	  102	  Illinois	  coun;es	  (only	  32	  EAB	  confirmed)	  

•  Established	  Registry	  of	  firewood	  importers	  
•  44	  firewood	  importers	  registered	  



PoliLcal  Support  -‐State  Level  AdministraLve  AcLon

• Illinois	  Department	  of	  Labor	  
•  Changed	  interpreta;on	  of	  exis;ng	  Prevailing	  Wage	  law	  
•  Favorable	  to	  allow	  EAB	  management	  	  

• Illinois	  Department	  of	  Natural	  Resources	  
•  Re-‐established	  community	  grant	  program	  
•  Educa;on	  and	  outreach	  
•  Monitoring	  and	  management	  at	  state	  parks	  	  
•  Re-‐established	  Forest	  Health	  Program	  (as	  a	  contract)	  

• Illinois	  Department	  of	  Transporta;on	  
•  Allows	  use	  of	  motor	  fuel	  tax	  for	  EAB	  mi;ga;on	  
•  Monitoring	  and	  management	  on	  state	  highways	  



PoliLcal  Support  –  federal  legislaLve  acLon

• Congressional	  
• US	  Senator	  Dick	  Durbin	  

•  Requested	  ac;on	  from	  Secretary	  of	  Agriculture	  
•  Included	  language	  in	  the	  2008	  Farm	  Bill	  to	  establish	  an	  Invasive	  Pest	  Fund	  
•  Held	  about	  7	  press	  conferences/	  mee;ngs	  
• Won	  appropria;on	  for	  2	  years	  totaling	  $900,000	  for	  the	  Fund	  for	  grants	  
•  Secured	  $12,000,000	  For	  Illinois’	  EAB	  program	  (IDA)	  



PoliLcal  Support  –  federal  administraLve  acLon

• US	  Forest	  Service	  
• EAB	  Research	  &	  Training	  

•  Essen;al	  biology,	  treatment,	  control,	  spread	  
• Supports	  IL	  Forest	  Health	  Program	  

• Monitoring,	  research	  
• Supports	  IL	  DNR	  Urban	  and	  Community	  Forestry	  Program	  
• Added	  EAB	  Reforesta;on	  to	  EPA’s	  Great	  Lakes	  Restora;on	  
Ini;a;ve	  	  

• Supported	  Wood	  U;liza;on	  grants	  	  
	  



PoliLcal  Support  –  federal  administraLve  acLon

• USDA	  APHIS	  PPQ	  
• Primary	  support	  for	  Illinois	  EAB	  program	  

• Regula;on,	  monitoring,	  outreach	  
• Regulates	  federal	  quaran;ne	  
• EAB	  Research	  &	  Training	  

•  Essen;al	  biology,	  treatment,	  control,	  spread	  
• Supports	  new	  Forest	  Pest	  Outreach	  and	  Survey	  Program	  



Investment  in  Illinois  EAB  Efforts
Year USDA	  APHIS IDA Sub	  Grants	  	  -‐	  USFS Community	  Match 
2006 704,570 124,336 
2007 3,126,812 551,790 
2008 2,100,000 370,588 
2009 2,100,000 370,589 
2010 2,100,000 370,589 
2011 1,250,000 220,588 1,100,000 2,653,392 
2012 700,000 300,000 1,000,000 3,027,014 
2013 	  64,620	   64,620 545,000 pending 

TOTALS $12,146,002 $2,373,100 $2,645,000 $5,680,406 

Total	  investment $17,164,102 



Community  Capacity  –  Inventories

•  131	  have	  a	  tree	  inventory	  
•  33	  are	  ash	  only	  inventories	  
•  91	  are	  complete	  stem-‐by-‐stem	  inventories	  
•  85	  are	  up	  to	  date	  and	  u;lized	  



Community  Capacity  -‐  Management  Plan

•  125	  have	  EAB	  management	  plans	  
•  117	  describe	  policy	  and	  strategy	  only	  
•  12	  are	  detailed	  and	  site	  specific	  
•  27	  are	  integrated	  with	  tree	  the	  tree	  inventory	  



ReplanLng

•  Community	  Support	  
•  6	  received	  communi;es	  dona;ons	  
•  15	  have	  suppor;ve	  volunteer	  efforts	  

•  Some	  new	  tree	  plan;ng	  programs/	  some	  eliminated	  

•  50/50	  Cost	  share	  programs	  growing	  
•  ≈	  15	  established	  programs	  
•  2	  eliminated	  for	  lack	  of	  funding/	  interest	  

•  Suburban	  Tree	  Consor;um	  	  
•  Important	  group	  purchasing	  op;on	  
	  



Species  Diversity

•  Diversity	  message	  received	  	  
	  

	  	   	  Daily	  Herald	  8/21/2012	  	  
	  Could	  emerald	  ash	  borer	  disaster	  happen	  again?	  
	  To	  avoid	  another	  regional	  catastrophe	  like	  the	  emerald	  ash	  borer	  or	  Dutch	  
	  elm	  disease,	  arborists	  say	  Chicago	  area	  communi<es,	  developers	  and	  residents	  
	  have	  to	  agree	  that	  a	  town's	  overall	  tree	  stock	  must	  be	  heavily	  diversified	  

•  EAB	  Grant	  program	  required	  plan;ng	  <20%	  of	  any	  one	  species	  	  
•  Average	  plan;ng	  project	  =	  135	  trees	  
•  Average	  #	  of	  genera	  -‐11	  
•  Average	  #	  of	  species	  –	  15	  
•  Actual	  diversity	  <	  6.7%	  of	  any	  one	  species	  

•  4	  communi;es	  found	  maple	  popula;on	  excessive	  and	  stopped	  plan;ng	  them	  



Wood  ULlizaLon

•  Established	  Wood	  U;liza;on	  Team	  
•  Awareness	  of	  urban	  wood	  resource	  
•  High	  profile	  projects	  

•  baseball	  bats,	  furniture,	  key	  to	  the	  City	  
•  Assessment	  of	  urban	  ;mber	  in	  Chicago	  region	  
•  Growth	  of	  several	  urban	  wood	  businesses	  
•  Cited	  in	  community	  EAB	  plans	  
•  Addi;onal	  philanthropic	  investment	  in	  program	  

• Wood	  U;liza;on	  now	  in	  about	  12	  states	  



Industry  Impacts

• Anecdotal	  reports	  only	  
•  Equipment	  sales	  recovered	  from	  recession	  

•  Now	  in	  ‘growth	  mode’	  
•  Tree	  removal	  work	  is	  immediate	  and	  dominant	  

•  Significant	  increase	  in	  demand	  
•  “new	  businesses”	  being	  established	  

•  New	  plant	  health	  care	  programs	  for	  EAB	  
•  EAB	  increased	  ‘liquid	  service’	  sector	  by	  30%	  since	  2011	  
•  Slight	  boost	  in	  other	  plant	  health	  care	  services	  

•  Nursery	  industry	  completely	  rebounded	  
•  High	  demand	  coupled	  with	  low	  supplies	  
•  Greatest	  demand	  from	  public	  sector	  



PercepLon  of  the  Value  of  Trees



Emerald  Lining  Summary

• Greater	  public	  awareness	  
•  Of	  urban	  forestry	  issues,	  diversity,	  value	  of	  trees	  
•  Most	  publicity	  portrayed	  urban	  forest	  as	  valuable	  	  
	  	  	  and	  caretakers	  as	  knowledgeable	  
•  EAB	  Prevalent	  in	  tradi;onal	  and	  local	  media	  	  

• New	  poli;cal	  support	  
•  Execu;ve	  branch	  

•  Coopera;on	  from	  3	  state	  agencies	  new	  to	  urban	  forestry	  
•  IDA	  and	  APHIS	  engaged	  and	  suppor;ve	  
•  90%	  of	  (grant	  recipient)	  communi;es	  governing	  boards	  discussed	  EAB	  



Emerald  Lining  Summary

•  Legisla;ve	  
•  Firewood	  regula;on	  
•  Illinois	  General	  Assembly	  and	  US	  Senate	  took	  ac;on	  on	  EAB	  

•  Public	  policies	  
•  Compliance	  with	  EAB	  regula;ons	  from	  arboriculture,	  
	  	  	  nursery	  and	  firewood	  industry	  
•  Prevailing	  Wage	  issue	  resolved	  favorably	  

•  Investment	  
•  $17	  million	  in	  new	  support	  for	  EAB	  
•  $2.6	  millions	  for	  communi;es	  
•  Great	  strides	  in	  research	  



Emerald  Lining  Summary

•  Community	  Capacity	  
•  Inventories	  proven	  valuable	  and	  common	  
•  125	  management	  plans	  in	  place	  
	  

•  Diverse	  Reforesta;on	  
•  Common	  public	  message	  
•  Average	  15	  species	  on	  plan;ng	  projects	  
	  

•  Wood	  U;liza;on	  
•  Growth	  of	  urban	  forest	  products	  industry	  

•  Industry	  Growth	  
•  Rebounding	  from	  recession	  
	  

•  Urban	  Forest	  Value	  Beder	  Understood	  
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